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August 7, 2021 
 
Dear Henry Hudson Tri-District Community, 
 
On Friday, August 6, 2021, Governor Murphy singed Executive Order 251, that explicitly states: 
 

“All public, private, and parochial preschool programs and elementary and secondary schools, 
including charter and renaissance schools (collectively “school districts”), must maintain a policy 
regarding mandatory use of face masks by staff, students, and visitors in the indoor portion of the 
school district premises.” 
 

This Executive Order goes into effect Monday, August 9, 2021 and will stay in effect until the order is revoked 
or revised. Therefore, beginning Monday, August 9, all staff, students and visitors of Henry Hudson Regional 
School, Atlantic Highlands Elementary School and Highlands Elementary School, regardless of vaccination 
status, will be required to wear face masks except in the following circumstances listed in the Executive 
Order: 
 

• When doing so would inhibit the individual’s health, such as when the individual is exposed to 
extreme heat indoors; 

• When the individual has trouble breathing, is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to 
remove a face mask without assistance; 

• When a student’s documented medical condition or disability, as reflected in an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) or Educational Plan pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, precludes use of a face mask; 

• When the individual is under two (2) years of age; 
• When the individual is engaged in activity that cannot physically be performed while wearing a 

mask, such as eating or drinking, or playing a musical instrument that would be obstructed by a face 
mask;  

• When the individual is engaged in high-intensity aerobic or anaerobic activity; 
• When a student is participating in high-intensity physical activities during a physical education class 

in a well-ventilated location and able to maintain a physical distance of six feet from all other 
individuals;  

• When wearing a face mask creates an unsafe condition in which to operate equipment or execute a 
task.  

 



 

 

I know that this is not the news that many members of our community wanted to hear. However, we are bound 
to follow the mandates set forth by these Executive Orders as well as the regulations that govern our schools. 
I want to reiterate that the Tri-District schools will be open in September for full-day, in-person instruction 
for all students five days a week. At this time, current mandates and regulations set forth by the Department 
of Education and Governor Murphy still do not allow for a fully virtual option for students for the upcoming 
school year. Therefore, we are looking forward to seeing all of our Henry Hudson Tri-District students when 
we open our doors in September! 
 
Over the next week, I will be working with the administrative team and our Pandemic Response teams to 
fully understand how to apply the mandates in this Executive Order and to finalize our opening plan for the 
2021-2022 school year. In addition, we will be looking for solutions for mask breaks and more outdoor 
activities and learning spaces.  These plans will be shared with each school community at the regular August 
Board of Education meetings.  If any new information becomes available, I will share it with the community 
as soon as possible.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation and support during this continuing situation and the ongoing challenges that 
we, as educators, families and community, are all facing. Please enjoy your summer and I hope everyone will 
stay healthy, stay safe and STAY KIND! 
 
         Respectfully, 
 
 
 
         Dr. Tara Beams 
         Henry Hudson Tri-District  
         Superintendent of Schools 


